
Saint George and the liberating force of pictorial art 
 
A myth with a large sociological load and historical figure, modified by a 
multitude of cultural interpretations, Saint George belongs to the collective 
imaginary of the West and is immensely close to any person of European 
background. That is why artists so sensitive and biting in their personal 
creations, such as Joaquim Pujol Grau and Vittorio Amadio, have succeeded 
in promoting that contemporary Catalan and Italian painters coincide to 
expose their always free interpretations of what it could mean for us, 
citizens of 21st Century Europe, the hero of Cappadocia who flourished to 
alleviate suffering for the oppressed peoples in the first millennium of our 
era. This exhibition is enriched with a compilation of selected works from 
the Narcís Sayrach collection, one of the most notable anthologies on the 
subject of Saint George. In the Museu de la Mar de l’Ebre we can admire 
artworks by authors as relevant as, among others, Modest Cuixart, 
Montserrat Gudiol, Concha Ibáñez, Marisa Marconi, Clodoveo Masciarelli, 
Perecoll, Perejaume, Ramon Pichot, Amèlia Riera, J.M. Subirachs, J.J. 
Tharrats or Gianfranco Zazzeroni. 
 
The terrible dragons that now surround us -wars, famines, pandemics, 
misunderstanding among peoples and people...- look very different from 
that mythical beast of the knight George -whose name philologically evokes 
the indestructible force of nature-; he killed him in order to save the maiden 
who had been given to him as a pledge of vassalage by a frightened society. 
But, after all, the threat of terrible monsters is still here, it has never gone 
away. And to conjure it, we must celebrate that so many artists, Georges of 
our time, have gathered where this wide-ranging plastic art exhibition 
opens, to fight again with their own weapons, which are brushes and 
colours. And we must celebrate as well that they do it when we all need to 
commit ourselves to the salvation of the spiritual values of the human 
community. 
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